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fully guarded againſt, eſpecially in 
the Pulpit: But there is an affected, MM 
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. "Marriage is Honourable in all, and the Bed © 


$ The other, concerning the Evil 
a Ned of Whoredom and Adulter) ; 
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I ſhall treat of eee „ 
- their Order. l „ 
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{porn the Digri and Honogr of the 
_ __ Matrimonial State: Marriage is honourable 
in all, and therB No, in order 


BN our perceiving more clearly an eaſily the 
Been) of this this State, it will be of uſe-to 
premiſe ſome g3, concerning ay Nature 


2 Ends of Marriage, and the neoeſſary 
Law gr Condigors e i. EFtem Hence the 


Importance and Honour of the matrimonial 
= ation, will evidently a appear © And, after 
(hall, compleatios the 
Dis 5 dg der The "Qualifications, 
hien Thou princijally recommend Men 
and Women to one another, when they 
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Thule their Aſſociates in the Marriage State. 
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| As the N: of Marr e: Itois the 
1 0 12 Tees of one 2 and one 
1 "Wo WA Se 295 into by Tome Himes Form, 
or Act, for the Propaga 5 of the 8 
lor ther Nurture and Education of 
=: 1 e e 
* Comfort and Fades: It is-an/Inſtitution 
which took Place from the Beginning, amòͤng 
Men, 28 we learn from the ſacred} Hiſtory; 
and, which hath been held in Repute, not 
; only by. thoſe who might have been at firſt, | 
nſtructed immediately by Heaven, as to the 


&. * Nature, Ends, and Uſes of ity ber, by-the 
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State, and have conſidered the O 
vf it, to be ſacred and inviolable. The Rea - 
ſons and Ends of this Inſtitution, 10 "WT 


ago and obvious. 


In the firſt Place, ls 


"lite of all Terreſtial Animals, are ſo 


formed, that they muſt ſoon; decay and pe- wo 
riſh; ——ů if no Providon had been 


. for the Continuance of them, in ſuc- 


veſſive Generations, the Earth muſt have 


quickly become deſolate, or a Place without 
Inhabitants. The Way, in which a regular 


Succeſſion of the living Creatures of this 
. Wo, could have been 1 up. muſt have 


been either by the immediate Creation of 


\ God, as often as a new Supply of them was 


Wanted, or, by their being originally en- 
dowyed with the Power and Inclination of 
Fel opaguting their ſeyeral Kinds. This latter 

ethod, which ſeemeth to be by far more 
ſuitable than the other, to the Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs of the great Croatcie, 
Was fixed on for repleniſhing the Earth, and 


pling the World. The Faculty and In- 


- ſtin& for Generation, were wen to Man- 
- kind in common with the inferior Orders of 


Animals: And in Conſequence of this, the 


Cen as oY Los oy towards Au 


People of all Nations, who have ſpoken in SEM. 


_ the moſt honourable Terms of the Marriage I. 
— 5 


4 er RM. feel a peculiar Tenderneſs, ſome delicate and 


-- pleaſing Emotions and Deſires towards each 
other. After ſome Time, a pleaſing out- 
2 Ward Form, the Appearances of Beauty, 
intimate Acquaintance, familiar Converſa- 
tion, and ſeveral other concurring Circum- 
ſttances, for the moſt Part, fix the Affection, 
-- which was before vague and rambling, upon 
à particular Object, and reduce it in the 


. WE conn a Man, or a Woman, into a per- 


manent Attachment to an Individual of 1 
other Sex; which, in the End, uſually 
- duceth that moral Tye, or Connexion, w ich 
is called Marriage. And thus the Pair, who 
are 16 attached to one another, are brought 
into a Way for enjoying all the Endearments 
of conjugal Love, and particularly, for the 
Procreation of Children; in a Manner wor- 
— of the Wiſdom and Power of the Maker 
and Governor of the World, and, which is 


dt the ſame Time, very 'expreſſive of his 


Indulgence and Favour, to the Individuals 
- of Human Race, and of his Care for 
the ee Peace, 1 i Happineſs wk _ 


RY 
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53 belides this firſt Ml: x or „ End of 
ach matrimonial Inſtitution, the Procreation 
of Children, there is another, which is at 
leaſt of as much Importance, which is the 
* dez and 9 of the Children, 


whe 


who are thus brought into the World. In- Sz R 
deed the hringing Children merely into Life, I. 
if they are e to be deſerted; or e. } 
poſed, and ſuffered to periſh, is ſo far from | 
being a Thin wry. ha: Merit, that with all, 'who ' 
have any e genuine Sentiments of Hu- 
manity, A be ſhocking and deteſtable. x 
The Young ones of almoſt all the Living 
Creatures upon Earth, ſtand in need, fer 
ſome Time, of the Watchfulneſs and Care 
of the Parent Animals, for their Preſerva- 
tion and Support. But, this is more re- 
markably the Caſe of the human Offspring, 3 
than of the Offspring of any other Species [| 
of Animals; as they come into the World, 
in the moſt weak and helpleſs State that >, 
can be imagined, and continue for a much 
longer Period in that State, than any other 
Kind of Offspring do. And, as the Attend- 
ance and Care, which are neceſſary for 
preſerving and rearing them, are not to be 
expected, at leaſt in many Inſtances, but 
from thoſe, who have ſome ſtrong Connec- 
tion with them, - it hath pleaſed the all-wiſe 
and moſt gracious Creator, to infuſe into 
the Hearts of all who are nearly related te 
them, ſome very tender Feelings for them; 
and particularly, to implant in the Breaſts of 
their Fathers and Mothers, the e 
parental Affection, Which; when given w 
| d, and duly —— will . diſpoſe 
: wb 43*p1 * ? | 3 ; | 
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ren 0 engage chearfull in any Services, Able 
I. may be of Uſe to their Children; and even 
— to. Den themſelves, if it be neceſſary, in 


Watchings, Toils, and Labours, for their 
Good: Which will certainly make the Pa- 
rents, to give a particular Attention to their 
Children, during their very indigent and 
infirm Gang in Infancy and Childhood ; and 
do guard and protect them, with the utmoſt 
- - Solicitude,. from 099" Dangers and Snares, to 
vchich they are incident in the tempeſtuous 
| Seaſon of FYouths, which. will make them 
all along to take Care of their Health, and 
to do What they can, to give them a firm 
and vigorous 959 — of Body, and to 
infuſe into their . valuable Knowledge: 
of all Kinds; as th y are capable of receiv- 
ing it, either from their-own Inſtruction, or 
the procured Inſtruction of others; and to 


ſettle and confirm them in good Principles 


and Habits : That ſq, when they ſet out 
2 the World, on may. be of ſome 3 


7 r Gd. 1158 
Care and Pains which are wanted for this 
n of Children, ſhould be divided 


+. Educayo 
between the Parents, each of them, thing 
tat Share in their Education, which is be 
mmited to his, or her reſpective Abilities and 
incatians; but neither of them ever. 
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in the nuptial Bond, may be great 


Sx 36, Nature and Kind with Himſctf” . 
I. different Sex, 70 be an Banne 75 bim. 
Gr And certainly, a Man, and 2 Woman, pre | 


el 


and Promoters of one 4630585 s W 


and Happineſs; as the different Talents and . | 


ſtead of being a State of Harmony, 
. anne ele 4 „ee of Þ 
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' Qualities of each, tally to the Deficiencies 
oof; args -F the bitter, and are adapted 

r upplying and making up recipro- 
cally, thoſe. Deficiencies and * thy 
fides, that intimate Union of their Perſons, 
and 671 5 e of Affection, Which 
1s Pre- uppoſed in all rightly formed Mar- 
riages, and that Harmony of Counſels and 
Meaſures, for eng their -own. Good, 
and the Good of their common Offs 


pting, 


mult extremely endear a Huſband and a 
Wife, to one another, and chearfully + om 

FE them to all the Offices of the cre 
2 e und Kindneſs, and to all the Acts k 
of "Complaifance, Coutteſy, and Condeſcen- 
ſion, Which either of them can expect 
the other, and muſt, indeed, render 201 

Union, as our great Poet expreſſeth it, 


from 


perpetual Fountain "of Domeſtic , Weets. © * 
the Reverſe of all this, h appeneth ſometimes , 
to be the Caſe; ; if the Marriage State, in- 
Love, 
iſcord,' 
Vexa» 


. e * 
Var th, and Mile: ry; this X ig be mph EO 7 


ted not to any bad Nen ency in t the 1 
Inſtitution of Marriage, Which js 21 Yo 
calculated for the Good of 8 Renee. 
ral, and for the SatisfaQtion. and Comfort 
3 married Pair in particulat 3j but to er 
wrong Views of ep: and Women, When 4 
they enter into the matrimonial State, and T 5-6 
to * Prevalence of ill Humours and Pat- 
ſions in them afterwards, which make them 
to petvert an excellent and beneficial Inſti- 
tution of God, and to turn it, as. in other 
Inſtances, they often turn his moſt valuable * 
Gifts to their own Ruin. and Deſtruction. 1 
But when the Marriage State is entered into . 1 
upon a right Plan, and the Perſons bound 
together i in it, conduct themſelves with that 
Diſcretion and Affection, Which are neceſ- 
 fary to, the Performance of the Duties of 
this. State, it cannot fail to be a Source of . 
the pureſt and fineſt Pleaſures to them, e and 
to render them yaſtly more happy than they), 
could be, either in following 3 195 = 
Courſe of Life, or in living in a ſolitar. | 
ſingle State. And this is a eaſdn, or End, * 
for the Continuation. of the copjugal Rela- . 
tion, when. the other Ends of it have been. | 
fully obtained, or, after Children have been 
8 and educated, and ut into the. : 
orld, in ſuch a Way, af 3 no longer 


under the 9 and Cue of their Pa- 
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a mote aggravated Crime, on the Side of che 
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Sex: Beſides, this Infidelity, tor her, Huſ-, 
band, is uſually attended with Robbery,j. by 
ſing a {purious Iſſue upon him, who. 
wi carry away Part at leaſt,; of that Tuer 
tance or Eſtate, which. of Right, belongeth 
only to his on Children. But Unfaich | 
fulneſs of this Sort, on- the Part of Mag, i, 
likewiſe a moſt flagrant Wickedneſo: By . 
1 g unfaithful — 0 he 5 
, impoſe a ſpurious n. her, 
oy oe ng ety +4 he is 
cs th of great Injuſtice to ne by. with- 
Par a 8 her, at 5. 20 5 
art, na Ne 
ſhe hath, a Right to — What: fe > | 
much at he hath a Right to the Whole of ner; 
conjugal Love, and upon whichz. the r 
naturally have e for its bei 


1 


8 


A p 


Poe 


„ eg Nr is chargable — * 
a Crime of a very complicated exil Nature, 
which maketh a moſt terrible Inroad upon, 
his own Mind, laying: waſte all good Prin- 
ciples, and Rifling, a Senſe of, the moſt ſo- 
lemn and ſacred Obligations, in it 3 a, Crime, 
which be jp th to human Society itſelf, 
which often raiſeth great Diſturbances. and 
6 Confuſions in N Gabe which breed | 
eth im Ore mas and Animoſities 
| 8 


1 


| 
5 


8 
— 


FF 


and malignant Tendency, 


4 NMR wa 


” Finley whith confoundeth ballet Re⸗ | 


en and N may very 8 —9 1 


ehe arty to retaliate u 
the Hias jury. which he doth to 1 
E muſt neceſſatily be 
ther Miſchiefs and Diſtreſſes, the utter Ex- 


uctive of fur- g 


tinction of mutual Affection, the 9 | 


_ endleſs Jealouſy and Diſtruſt of one 

and the fixing 2 Breach between them, 
which'is never to be repaired; together with 
a total Neglect of their comtnon Offspring, 
and a Subverſion of all l that Order and god 
- Oecbnowy, Which ought to take Place in 
their Family: Of 255 an henious Nature, 


which the Man com mitteth, who deſerteth 
the Bed of His Wife to 7 Himſelf in 

vagrant Loye, of in che W of promiſcuous - 
Forhication. Nor A ihe Caſe be much 
Wag the better, if he ſhould go into 


of Poligamy or Concubin 
E more Wines than one at 2 


is the Crime 


Tie, 4 Hof the ſame Rank and Dignity; \ 


or Uf havin ſpme inferior and ſecondary | 
Wie or Wives, ſubordinate to 4 fitſt and 


3 FR One. For” however theſe Things 


* 


and ſtill are, tolerated, or — 
ed by the Policy of ſome Nations; ind what- 


for the 
in fome 


FE is % „ 
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. ſaid, in the Way of Speculation, 


ay Sedo's to a certain De- 
* which 
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may be put, yet, they have never been found 8x x. 
to contribute to the general Good of any I. 
Country where they have been practiſed, or —.— 
to the greater Happineſs either of Men, or 
of Women, in the married State. On the 
contrary, it is apparent, that from the very 

Nature of the Things, they muſt be pro- 
ductive of many of the ſame. Miſchiefs and 
Inconveniencies, which flow from Men's 
indulging themſelves in the more looſe. and 

| liberting Kind of Life; and that they muſt 
bring at leaſt upon Women, Evils more in- 
ſupportable and N than any, to 
which they can be expoſed by the ordinary | 
* Infidelity and Debauchery of War kiachande | 
hw Polygamy and „ therefore, 
muſt in the general, be Offences againſt the 
Law of Nature; as they greatly. Se 
both publick and private Happineſs, and 
Riſe to much Confuſion and Miſery in 
Ahe larger, and more contract "Societies 
of Mankind. Nor can they, upon any 
Foundation, be ever univerſally, or generally, 
tolerated in any Community, where the Prin- 

cCijples of a true Policy, and of an equal * 
vernment, are known and underſtood. 

- remaineth, then, that the original ; Toy 


ment, of one with one, notwirhſtanding all 

54980 Raillery, and Obloquy, which have been 

thrown out againſt it, be religiouſly adhered 
0; and Th vp 3.5 as of all e it is whe 
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"We J Aba Alculated for the common Intereſt of 
the World, and for making the Marriage 


e to Anſwer moſt 2 5 ther op of | 


its Inſtitution, 


e 


8 Another eſlential Article of tha > OP 
- Be nel League, conſiſteth in its being founded 
m Love, or the mutual Affection of the Par- 
ties who are engaged in it. This is the true 
„Erdung, and the Cement of the married Re- 
lation: the Thing which ſtrengthnethand con- 


_ " Tolidatethit,theveryLife and Spirit of the con- 


jaußal Society, which alone can inſure its Con- 
tinuance in Purity and Vigour, and prevent 


its degenerating into a State of dead Coldneſs 


5 5 3 75 ee rap in Rea- 
, and pure, prevaile recipro- 
| We th HeattS of a married Pair, it can- 


2 


cl one another, and chearfully to perform the 
Dulles reſpectively incumbent on them, for 
otmoting that End. It will make the Man 


2 
very Teadil to give to his Wife, all that Pro - 


_ ©" tection and Support, and all that Reſpect and 
- Honour, which are de to her; and to take 


himſelf the moſt laborious and burthen- 


dome Part in the Management of their com- 


BY mon Conterns; in educating and providing 
3 for Children, and in the Government of the 
5 Family: It will make the Woman again, on 


- her Part, to treat her — with all the 
Tokens 


12 
975 


ut make them moſt intent upon pleaſing | 
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and Confidence; to be v 
e boy nr with | 115 Sentiments ins 
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5 
500 Parties to watch 42 MT 1 


againſt the Beginnings of all peeviſh, 
and aa Humours in 1 5 Minds which 


* * * 


N 797 wald at proper I 
1205 5 bp Tn 21 Tins 
: rd, the. mutual Love of 


Peacę. 1 


_ Hu ſband 200 Wife, es 2 1 


+ 1 will be be a fulfill; 7 
matrimonial Law, as St. Pau MY 4 8 


the Love of our Neighbour is a 710 ling of 
| the whole moral Law, inxegardtobim®#, Of 


_ ſo great Importance is an L Joon of carts; in 


"ay 1 85 e | in the n State 3. / | 


A AS 


rvant 5 1 


and 


3” 9 


lere is ng 55 in Nature for the Exetciſc 
ROT it; as thoſe, between [profligate young 
Nan, and 4 dectepit difagrecable old Wo- 
man, who can never be fired but for — 
Wealth, ot ſome other worl * 
db be obtained her; and on er gde, 
between a gay diflipated young Woman, and 
* an old decayed Dotard of 'a Man, in whom 
© the can neyer find any Thing Attructive of 
et Eſteem and Regard, and to whoſe De- 
ſires the ſubmits herſelf, only: for lucrative 
or ſome worle Conſiderations, muſt be utter- 
= diſapprdved. All ſuch Matches are ſo far 
tom deſeroiag the honouraple Appellation of 
- 85 Matriages, 8. have ſortiething pure and 
We ty and ſtrictly moral in them, that they 
re but Hale and Kantele Proftitutions, bf 
"wn more _ than me of the Proſtitu- 
t of all the Bonds 


„ 1 : ; 
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| ' The lat Condition of the Matrimonial 
| FF Ufo, 18, that it is to be indiſpluble, or to 
* end, only by Death. The Ends of the . 

0 opal Relation, require that this ſhould be a 
"Law of it; as the ri: ht Edytation of Chi . 
8 te which the Rane fe uy joint 
eee of the Parents are Tieceffary, may run 

ga init ory on of Tithe, to criod, 

0 "Hot 
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Juſtice and Diſingenuity- 
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not to be determined 
- And as the pure "and tender F riend- 
„ which is contracted in the Marriage 
galt is intended for Per petuity, without 
which, it af Peer u Wie ht to by 


_ cer and genuine, and hielt, hen on es 
formed "and" eſtabliſhed, caifior! he* bro 


17 
by any poſitive Coins sg. 


my 


* bhlefs' for ſome notable Mifbebaviour b he 
one Side, or tlie other; "without" great In- 


There ate, howe- 

ver, undoubtedly; ' ſeveral” Reafons, for Ys 
the Matzimonizl Contra i is to be diſſol Fed ; 

ſome, which thew it t6 have been void from 
the Beginning, ſuch as à natural Incapacity 
of performing the Duties of the married 
State; the Minority of either of the Parties, 
or an "ability to give the proper Conſent in 
ſuch an irportaht Affalt as Marriage a prior 
Contract, Which hath been fufficiently no- 
tified; aid ſome of the nearer Dee 0¹ 
Conſangui nity. And there are dthier Caves, 


' which annul the Contract, after it hath been 


validly entered into; ſuch as the Adultery 
of either Party; Wilful Deſertion, CER 


obſtinate Refuſal of Cohabitation'; an Hips” 


. Gable Hatred and Enmity, and fuch ait ha. 
bitual brutality of Temper 
as leave no Foundation for any friendiy Inter- 
courſes for the future, and which even en- 
danger the Health, and tlireaten the Life of 


both, or either of the Parties. All theſe 
A e ee 


and Behaviour," 5 
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d are evidently juſt Cauſes of Divorce: — 


ing to the Pracigles of the Law of Nature; 


. as they. are inconſiſtent with the Nature, and 


deſtructive of the eſſential Conditions of the 
married State. But without theſe, or ſome 
other Reaſons of Separation, fully.equiyalent 
to them, the matrimonial Union, whatever 
little Inconveniencies may be found to attend 

Continuation of it, in, particular Caſes. 


the 
hs be held ſacred and indiſſolvible, and 


. indeed be broken for any light and 
vial Cauſes, . without much Damage to 


the Publick, as well; as a great deal of pale 


ate Cel and enn Sele 


Enough hath. Dn now, Kad. to __ 


wherein the. Dignity, or Honour, which, 
belong zcth to the matrimonial NA: conſiſt- 


eth At muſt; be a worthy and honourable 


State, 45 it contributeth ſo eminently to the 
Good of e 92 repleniſhing it, in a 


Way e 4707 Naa the Order of 


6 ik cut Fo e ER Oat 7 
Proper ' Perſons, . for filling all the important 


ots in Life; and. for doing the Buſinęſs of 


the ſeyeral honeſt Callings — Profeſſions of 


Men. It is juſtiy thought to be à brave and 
* 


e . to plan, ad to bet 


gut ge: 
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out a new Plantation for future Uſe and Or- 8 * . M. 


nament, and to take Care of its Growth 


and Thriving; or, to make a valuable — 


elegant Improvement of any Kind. But 
certainly, the nobleſt Work of a Man, is to 


rear up the Vouth of his own Kind, and 


particularly thoſe, who have a natural and 


neceſſary Dependance upon him, into Men, 
and to ſend them into the World, in ſuch a 


good Plight both of 1 and Mind, as- will 
lay a Foundation for their being of ſome 
Conſequence and Conſideration in it, and 
will promiſe, that, inſtead of being the 


Plagues of the Places where they live, Bur- 
- thens to the Earth, and Nuiſances in Society, 


they will turn out agreeable Neighbours, 


Friends, and Relations, in private Life; and 


that in regard of the Public, they will prove 


good Citizens, and faithful Subjects, Who 


in Proportion to their ſeveral Ranks and Si- 
tuations, will honeftly contribute their Part; 


to the Defence, Proſperity; and Honour of 
their Country. This is certainly, one of 
the moſt meritorious Atchievements, which 

a Man can have to boaſt of, and which muſt 


entitle him to a high Degree of the Reſpect 
and Favour: of the Publick; and which may 


ſometimes prove an honourable” and laſting 


Memorial of him, after all his other Deſigns 


and Works have periſhed, and are quite le. 
gotten.” It is well known, that ſome of the 
b ts C 2 5 wileſt 


| / 
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R NM. wiſeſt and greateſt People, that ever were 


in the World, particularly the Romans, paid 


— 2 high Reſpect and Honour to the married 


State, on Account of its Subſerviency to 
public Utility, and to private: Happinefs ; 
and that they decreed extraordinary Privi- 
leges and Exemptions, ſome: Honoraty, and 
others profitable and advantageous, to the 
Men who lived in it, in proportion to the 
Number of Children, whom they had be- 
| „and brought up for the Service of 
the Publick; while they often impoſed 
Fines, and other Inconveniencies, upon the 
Perſons who declined the Serving of their 
Country in this Way. This ſeemeth in 
general, to have been good Policy; only the 
latter Part of it, was certainly carried too 
far in the Roman State, by the enacting of 
very ſevere Laws, for compelling all to enter 
into a married Life; whereas the matrimo- 


nial Contract muſt be quite free and volun- 


End. Beſides, it is certain, that Perſons of 
both Sexes, may have very good Reaſons ta 
determine them to a ſingle State, or to 
chaſte Celibate; as when they are engaged 
in any important Affairs of the Publick, the 
Management of which, is inconſiſtent with 
theit giving a juſt Attention to the private 
Concerns af a Family ; or, When they are 
Sit, 7 one 2 290 a employed 
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em ployed in ſuch neceſſary and extenſive 8 ER N. 
Services, to a large Kindred, or to a nume- I. 
rous Family already formed, and which Pro. 
vidence ſeems to have thrown particularly 
under their Care, as would render it im- 
prudent to bring themſelves under any more 
Obligations of the ſame Kind: Or, even 
when they can meet with no Opportunity 
of entering into the marriage State, Which 
would make their engaging in it, a rational 
and adviſeable Meaſure. The Situation and 
Circumſtances of theſe Perſons, lay a moral 
Impediment in the Way of their entering 
into the matrimonlal Union: They are, 
therefore, very juſtly and honourably ex- 
cuſed from it. But as for thaſe who 
abſtain from the married Life, witkou M 
Obſtacle, either moral or naturai, in me 
Way of their going into it; it may, pethaßs, 
be hard to find any Excuſe for their Con- 
duct, or even to free it from great Blame. 
If they refuſe to enter into the matrimonial 
Relation, merely from indolence of Tem- 
per, or an Averfion to any. Share of the 
Laboe abour and Pains, which muſt neceſſarily 
attend the good Management of P amily 
Concerns, Une" Part which they act, even in 
this View of it, is puſiflanimous and diſ- 
Honourable, unworthy of a Man, of a Mem- | 
ber of Society, and 6 one who ſhould be a 
Loyer of his own Kind: Or, if their Ne- 
| | T4 | glect 
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3 E 87 1 M. glect of Marriage. proceedeth Few another 


Principle, which, it is to be feared, too 
often” beareth Sway in them, a Deſire to 


. y ſecure to themſelves, a more free and ample 


Range in the Purſuit of licentious Pleaſure, 
or to give themſelves up more intirely to the 
Gratifications of a diſſolute and promiſcuous 
Luſt, their Conduct then muſt be pro- 
Lad to.be extremely « criminal and im- 
mo 3 


1 ſhall . this Subj "FS by pointing 
out briefly, the n which ſhould 
be bn gal regarded by Men and Women, 
in the Choice which they make of a Partner 
in the matrimonial ext This is plainly 
a Matter of the greateſt Moment: For ac- 
cording as the Choice which they make is 
„or bad, the State into which it intro- 
duceth, will, in all probability, be either 
happy, or the contrary. Now, the firſt 
8 which is to be regarded, in an 

ociate in the Marriage State, is certainly 

a good Mind, a Mind endowed with a true 
Senſe of Religion and Virtue : This, I fay, 
is the prime Qualification to be conſidered 
in the Choice of an Huſband, or a Wife; 
as it is certain, that no Friendſhip contracted 
with a Perſon, who is quite without it, can 
ever be depended upon, for being thorough- 
"I'M Baer, . and durable. U Qua- 

cation 
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lification to be regarded and valued in taking 81 ERM. 
a Partner into the matrimonial Connection, 1. 
is, a nt Share of natural Underſtand. —v= 

ing; a Vein of clear good Senſe, which 
will make Perſons to judge truly, in all the 
common Caſes, and ordinary Occurrences 
of Life, to diſcern readily, all groſs Errors 4 
and Abſurdities in practice, and .to ſee the "1 
Proprieties and Decencies of Behaviour; * | 
and may enable them to conduct themſelves 
accordingly; and which may lay a Founda- 
tion for further Acquiſitions and Improve- 
ments in Knowledge, and thereby render- 
ing them more agreeable Companions and 
Friends, and more entertaining and uſeful 
to all, with whom they have any Intercourſe 
and Converſation- A third Pre-requiſite, of 
great Importance, to any one's being wiſely 
choſen a Huſband, or a Wife, is, a ſound 
Temper; calm and patient; meek and 
gentle ; humble and condeſcending ; fair 
and candid; chearful and eaſy; which is 
not ſoon provoked or ruffled ;- 12 which, if 
it ſhould be liable to ſome ſudden Starts of 

' Paſſion, immediately recovereth its uſual 
Tone, and doth not grow peeviſh and ſul- 
len; fretfal and diſcontented, which, of all | 
Diſpo ſitions of the human Mind, is perhaps | 
the Foe difagreeable ; as it is plainly, the 
moſt conſtant Source of Vexation and Unea- i 


finels, in every State of Life, and particu- 
larly 
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SER M. larly i in that of Marriage After the Prefe- 
I. rence hath been given 5 the Qualifications, 


| bh have been mentioned, in chuſing a 


Conſort in the married Life, ſome Regard 
is to be had, in the next Place, to ſomething 
of an agreeable Perſon; and among thoſe, 
who are of any Rank, to ona — of a 
genteel and liberal Education. Theſe Things 
may indeed, be eafily over- rated, as the firſt 
of them particularly, hath often been, to the 
enſnaring and miſleading of many unthink- 
ing young Minds. But ſtill, as a gainly 
outward Form, and an eaſy, natural, and 
polite Manner and Behaviour, have certainly 
aà great Effect, in conciliating Good-will to 
thoſe, who poſſeſs them; as the total Ab- 
ſence of thelt Qualities, and more eſpecially, 
as the ara Qualities, of an uncouth 
external Af pearance, ill Breeding, and coarſe 
Manners, hardly fail to create a Piſguſt and 
Averſion to 4 Perſons, in whom they are 
found, or at leaſt put a Bar to all Intimacy 
and Familiarity with them; every Man, who 
acteth prudently, will, in making choice of 
4 Partner and Companion, from whom he 
is. not afterwards to be ſeparated, pay ſome 
Attention to the 8 of a pleaſing 
outward Appearance, and of unconſtrained 
eeable anders ; while, at the fame 
Time, he will cautiouſly. avoid the laying 


an undue, Streſs upon them, er nc g 
at 
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chat even the higheſt Degrees of them; can SER N 
compenſate the Want 15 a excellent auc I. 


ſolid eee eee | YER 
1 beſe are the Qualities, which mould 
chiefly recommend the Individuals of one 


Sex, to thoſe of the other, when they chuſe 
their Aſſociates in the matrimonial Relation; 


all of them being ſo neceſſary to the Happi- 
ne of the married Life, that the total Ab- 
ſence of any one of them is not to be diſ- 
penſed with. And as they are not all to be 
uſually found in an high Degree, in any one 
Perſon, a wiſe Man il fix his Choice, 
where he may meet with them, with the 
feweſt and ſmalleſt Imperfections and De- 
ficiencies. Imperfections and Defects he 


muſt indeed lay his Account to find in the 


beſt Endowments, and moſt anviable Qua- 
lities of Mankind, even of thoſe, who ftand 
in the neareſt and moſt endearing Relations 
to him. And it will be very proper for 
thoſe, who are entering into , "the married 
State, to carry along with them a juſt Senſe 
of thoſe unavoidable Imperfections, owing 
partly to the original Frailty of our Nature, 


and partly to the Defects of Education, for 


correcting the florid Tmaginations, vhich 


may, perhaps, at firſt poſſeſs them, of no- 
thing but à Scene of conſtant Serenity, 
Sie and Pleaſure in the matrimonial So- 
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Sr u. ciety 35 and for preparing them for thoſe little 


tments-and Ruffles, to which, they 


Diſappoin 


ö in certainly, in Time, be expoſed, even 


when they conduct themſelves towards one 
another, in the Main, with Prudence and 
Good · nature; and for making them to bear 


with one another's Infirmities, and to con- 
tinue to eſteem and love each other, not- 


withſtanding their Weakneſſes, while. Wiſ- 
dom and Diſcretion, and Goodneſs of Mind 


and Heart, are, * the Whole, aq 


in their Characters, 
A have not, 1 ad, 1 Ad. | 


vantages of a great Fortune, high Birth, and 


a grand Alliance, as Inducements to inter- 


marry writh the Perſons, who are poſſeſſed 


of any of them, or by whom they may be 
all obtained. For, 1 theſe Things, 
according to the common Notions of Men, 


and the Cuſtom of the World, bear down 


all other Conſiderations, in forming a matri- 
monial Alliance; yet, according to the Dic- 


tates of the plaineſt Senſe and Reaſon, and 


that Order which Nature point 


eth out to be 


obſerved by us, in the Conduct of this Af- 
fair, they are all to be poſtponed to the Qua- 
lifications, which have been already named, 

for recommending Men and Women to one 
another for Partners in the conjugal State. 


| Theſe Advantages being * — and 


not 


— * ——— —! 
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nct entering into the. Nature of Man, can SR. 
have no intrinſick Merit: And therefore ta I. 3 


ae them to, or even to put them upon a 


vel with the Things which have that Me. 
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rit, ſuch as intellectual and moral Endow- 


ments, muſt indicate a groveling and baſe 


Diſpoũtion. If indeed a Man, in Conjunc- 


tion with as large a Portion of the truſy ex- 
cellent and more valuable Qualifications, as 
he could expect in any whom he might hope 
to marry, can obtain a large Acceſſion. of 


Fortune, and other Advantages, which will 


raiſe him (wenn. Copa and eminent 
Rank in Life, by the Pe with 
he enters into the married State, he may ve- 


erſon, with whom 


ry wiſely, and commendably deſire, and ac- 


cept of them. An affluent Fortune, hows»: 


ever it may throw Temptations in the Way 


of inconſiderate weak Minds, which cannot 
be reſiſted by them, but with Difficulty; 


yet, may be moſt. juſtly regarded and valued 
by a prudent and good Man, who knoweth 
how to improve it properly, both in the 
Way of private Oeconomy, and for ſerving 


the Purpoſes of good Neighbourhood, Ge- 


neroſity, and Benevolence, or any publickly 
uſeful Deſigns and Works. It is certain, that 


a competent Share of Riches is altogether 
neceſſary, previouſly to any one's entering 
into the matrimonial State, and that no Man, 


who conſidereth what he is about, and who 
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F Sxxn.hath the. Affections in him, which are re- 
I. quiſtte for a married Life, will ever think of 
going into it, without either being poſſeſſed 


of ſuch a Stock of Wealth, as will ſupport 
the Expences of any Family, which he may 


+ | Have, ſuitably to his Rank in the World, or 


at leaſt, without being in a Way. of acquiring 
ſuch a Stock of it, by the Bleſſing of God 
upon his honeſt Induſtry; And if he hath 


an Opportunity of arriving at the more emi- 
nent Degrees of Fortune and Station, let him 
make uſe of it, and improve it wiſely; and 
it may be better for himſelf, his Family, and 
all with whom he hath any Connexions. 


But if after a Man is in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a 


Fortune, as is fully fufficient for anſwering 
All the reaſonable Purpoſes of a Family, he 


is ſtill fo fond of augmenting it, by the Diſ- 
poſal of himſelf in Marriage, as for the 


Sake of that, to facrifice any Part of the 
- more valuable Qualifications, which ſhould 


recommend a Partner to him in the married 
State, he certainly acts a Part, very unbe- 


<oming, and unworthy of Him: Indeed 
the giving up the leaſt Meaſure of inward 


Worth in this Affair, for the higheſt Degrees 
of outward Advantages, is altogether in- 
excuſable. But how unpardonable, then, 
muſt the Conduct of thoſe Perfons be, who 
lay no Streſs at all upon the Qualifications, 
which alone, can rationally and juſtly re- 
— commend 


upon MARRIAGE; 


commend a conjugal Aſſociate to:them who, SER . 
if they can but —— Paſſions of Ava - I. 
rice and Ambition, unite themſelves to Pride - 


and Vanity; to Infipidity, Ignorance, and 
Folly; to:Peeviſhfieſs; Moroſeneſs, and Illna- 
ture; to Vices the moſt groſs and palpable ; f 
often to Diſeaſes and Deformity ; Who, in 
ſhort, take into a Conſortſhip with them, in 
the moſt venerable, important, and durable 
Relation in Life, a Perſon, whom no Man, 
of any Taſte and Delicacy, would chuſe, if 
he did not think aimſelf obliged to it, in 
Point of Complaiſance, 'or good Manners, to 
converſe with for half an Hour! What a 
| horrid Proſtitution of Character, what a vile 
Corruption of Heart, what a total Alienation 
from all that is, worthy, manly, and honour - 
able in human Life, doth this Practice diſ- 
cover? And what are the Fruits and Effects 
of the Unions formed between Men and 
Women upon this Plan? Vou need to look 
but a little Abroad, to be informed. The 
little Fondneſs, which perhaps at firſt ſub- 
ſiſted between the Pair, thus brought toge- 
ther, ſoon abateth, and is —. by In- 
difference and Coldneſs, a Diſtaſte and Con- 
tempt of one another. From hence pro- 
ceedeth a Loathing of their common Bed, a 
Renunciation of their matrimonial Engage- 
ments, Adultery probably on both Sides, 
with all that * Tram of Evils and Miſ- 
| | chiefs, 
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ſecond Aſſertion, or Propoſition laid III. 
down by the Apoſtle in the Text, concern 
the Evil and Dan ger of Whoredom and 
Adultery. But heron mangers. and 2 


I SHALL, proceed now, to conſider the Sr RM. a 
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- Whiredon is a 


Kh ons general Word, compre- 
ding all u 


Commixtures of the 


. two Sexes, all the Impurities and De- 


baucheries which are: iptactiſed by them, of 
Which Adultery is a Ne Branch. 
It. is. gr nedeſſary to enter into a Harticular 
Ex Aden of theſe Vie. 0 It 'is to be 
„ withed, that they were: not at all known, or 
ſpoken of amon 1 The Nature 
of thin will be . underſtbod, in 
pointing out the Evil vil, or Immorality of 
them, and in ſhewing their malignant and 
endencies. 1 

Ta 5 Horn * FAR 8 Oda KOHI vs 
* — Evil of theſe Practices, in ge- 
ppear, firſt, from conſidering, 

Kt Tar Gay 12 vert rer break in, upon that 
wile and goal der, which God intended 
thopld fog Place in his - Creation, for 
RES: and "educating the human Race. 
"fine "Machinery eſtabliſhed in Nature, 
for bringing the Sexes into the matrimonial 
„Union, in order to the Procreation and. 


2 x Ne of Childfen, was taken N. otice of 
3 — 


e former Piſcoutſe. But now, all this 
cbuntetacted and defeated, when Perſons | 
indulge” themſelves? in the. gratification of 
vagrant Deffres and Lufts, which divert 
— from all Thoughts of an honourable 
eee and which, often 1 in Time, iy 
et | der 
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e of p. the Dati® Sith 
of that State. But this is mot perhaps, the . 
worſt of the Caſe: For there being, as was 
likewiſe gin in the former Diſcourſe; 
ſomething in the Caſe of the hu« 
man — above what is to be found 
in the Caſe of the a - bs fone: 
hving Creatures in this d;/ as to require 
a long, aſſiduous, and laborious Attendaned 
for the Rearing of it, and the put it 
ly into the World: And as for e 
ing theſe Purpoſes, the j joint Care and Endes 
vours of both Parents — be employed; 
Which yet are never to be expected in 4 
ſufficient ree, but where the Parents are 
joined in à firm and indiſſoluble League of 
Love and Friendſhip, uniting them to one 
another, and to their common Children; it 
is: — that the promiſcuous Debaucheries 
of Men, whnch are -inconfiſtent' with fuch a 
| and Union, break in upon the vener- 
able Conſtitution of Nature, and are 4 cer © 
| tain Ohſtruction to the right Education 'of 
the unfortunate Children, who! ate bot 
from them, which yet is of greater Conſe- 
- quence, than the mere bringing of them 
into weten be ſuppoſed to be. Ac 
cordingly, ciently aſſures us; 
that the . 
3 EY neglected; that, in many 
0 * 


* 
Me os 


4 48 E R M O N. "againſt 


bee ungertaib Birth, upon the Publick; 


and that, i in other Caſes, where ſorhe little 


ere may be taken of them, by one, or 


both of the Farents, yet. it is i very {light 

and ineffectual; tliat it layeth no Foundation 
fror their being of any Importance; either to 
© themſelves, or to he World; but leaveth 
chem in the utmoſt Danger, both of ruining 

all their own moſt valuable Intereſts, and of 
heing injurious and hurtful to Society. Some 
8 Exceptions, however, muſt here be undoubt- 

edly made in favour of ſome Men, who, 
though they may have allowed themſelves 
to / bring Children into the World, in a diſ- 
orderly Land. Icentious Way, yet have ſtill 
a ſo much Senſe of the Obligations 
which they were under, to take a proper 
Care of lach AMegitimate Iſſue, as hath in- 
duced them to give to them, ſome decent 
Education, to provide for their Subſiſtence, 


and to ſettle them in an uſeful Way in Life: 


Which is certainly fa commendable Thing in 
them, and, perhaps, the beſt ation 
Which they can make for the irregularity of 


their Conduct, in the Begetting of them. 
But this is far from being the general Prac- 
d,jce of thoſe; who indulge themſelves in a 
| diffolute and libertine Cute; very few of 
whom ever think of taking the leaſt Care, of 
the poor Creatures, whom they are the In- 
5 . of 3 into Life; but who, 


for 


| imo edhm and Adultery 5 1 35 
for Fon moſt Part, leave the whole Burthen 8 EN M. 
of them, upon the unhappy Partners of, their 
Bai t, who ſoon finding that they are . 
Joaded with, it, and being themſelves cox- | 
rupted, either. expoſe their. unhappy-: 
a to immediate Deſtruction, or abandon 
them 10 intirely, that i hy Conſequenc- of it, 
they plunge, aloft as ſoon as they are — 
able of it, into All Sorts of. Vice and De 


550 $24 Lge te . ae n 2 


f nden 192 be nothing but Order, 
Peace, and Jo, muft they not "he deemed 
"by all Men of. e to be very flagrant 
17505 daring Offences ? ill any one pretend 
to ſay, at a Man, for the Sake, of a low 
Stati atio which yet. might be enjoyed 
by him, at leaſt | to. as much Advantage, in 

an innocent 7 honourable Way, may 

e upon tments of ſoverei 
Wie the 80 and break 5 
the 2 0 of the ſupreme Governor 

£ and Lord of all, without incurring an high 

Degree of Guilt, or ry ain. into a maſt 
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F dit ce Evil of the Debaucheries, or 
| way Whoredoms of Men, will further a pear in 
general, from the Tendency of them, to 
| enervate, corrupt, and enſlave, the Mind. 
This, it is certain, is the Tendency of Vice 
in general, there being no Species of it, 
which, if a Man dior himſelf in it, 
will not ſoon breed cat Diſorder in his 
"Mind, rs Actions ; Ear th e 
corrupt its A ons; but there is perha A 
n Ert of Vice, which bringeth Wo 
Deſolation into the Soul, and more effectu- 
ally hurteth and deſtroyeth it, than a Habit 
| f groſs Debanchery, and a Coutſe of un- 
bdouhded licentious Pleaſure. The firſt Steps 
|, which a Man taketh in this Courſe; ſhock 
; the whole Frame of his Mind, and farther 
Advances quite unhinge it, and throw it 
into a State of the utmoſt Confuſion and 
Depravation, impairing and degrading its 
commanding Faculties, and giving an undue 
Strength and Influence to its loweſt Appe- 
tites and Defires ; diverting it from all thoſe 
noble and divine Employments, which are 
ſuited to the Dignity 2 4 ſpiritual and ra- 
tional Nature, and a rendering. it, indeed, 
impotent to, and quite averſe from them; 
extinguiſhing every generous Sentiment and 
Principle in it, filling it only with groſs Con- 
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Tas tour againſt the Soul ; and the Prop 
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plorable State, inn 


ſoon l boch : 
of a Man, at 


muoſt — 1 
Which g Ae ee cam be ſuppoſed to 


hit, while" in this Condition, e 
indeed he was to all the Purpoſes of a ra 
tional and virtudus Life, and deſcribed His 
9 N it, under the Notiof of 2 
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Degrees in racy a rruption 
of the Soul, .which.Ja, libertine Courſe pro- 

eth; and if the Ferſons, who, have un- 

1 — ——2 enterecl upon it, woujd þe pere 
ſyaded to ſtop, and to retreat im Time, 
they would, probably, ſoon recover a ſound 
State of Mind. But Ee 
perſiſt in their n and 
into all Extrayaganc 


ME we incurable di he in — 
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The great Evil, or Immorality of ths 
Debaucheries of Men, will ſtilli ore fully. 
appear, in the next Place, from the Confi- 
deration of the Injuſtice which is implyed in 
them. It is impoſſible to Men, i to indulge 
themſelves in any of the various: Kinds of 
Lewdneſs, without apon ſome 
of che moſt i ſacred aodiimportanti Ri hts of 
their Neighbouran aud doing grant 
Injury. This is moſt notoriouſſy the Caſe, 
Vhen Adultery in-innthitted:>>Fanp el 
Rights of Mankind, are tò be deemeil in- 
violable,-thoſe/of Marriage — £ 
as. che Preſervation of them is of tlie great 
eſt. Conſequence, indeed is abſolutbl — 2 


ſary to the Happ 
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ineſs of every married Pair, 
to the Welfare af their Families, to the 
Satisfactiondof their Relations, and even to 
my the Order /ahd;Tranguillity: of : Society. K : 
Violatian, therefdre, af the: Faith; which 
hath been ſalemmiy given and vowed in 
Wedlock, which totally deſtroyeth ſome, 
and. greatly prejudiceth the reſt of thoſe *- 
moſt valuable Intereſts of particular Perſons, 
andgof the Publick, muſt be extremely 
| "wrongful and 1 3 But it is not nec 
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Naas not only in the civilized Nations, 
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rude and barbarous, and indeed among all 
_— and fobriety-of Mind, 
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World, perhaps, after ſome Time, — 
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Conduct; in Conſequence of which, ſhe will 


| itate herſelf more dee y ite Guile 
Fad Reue will tis openly e, 


lewd, become a Proſtitute 


and” after a ſhort Life, ny Wat 7 
in chat State, will probably een 
a loathfome' and untimely End. As thefs 
are the known, and Almoſt pep odoer a een 


a 5 al 1 0 young Bo: of 
| Taltice” and Honour,” who indeed” Bus a 
| e 


*\ 


4 SERMON, any 
Po far 15 gr the . 


0 


6 Tin 5 e 


e £ — wn S 4 20 100 


» 
i 
** 


e Tia Ago 


iE 
BY 5 FE Sf 
3 9 


9 7 | „l l 


4\ e N. 5 
be brought, into A e | 
Til l dee e.of them 
probably — cl de only: | 
Conſequences of he 


31A 8 411 * — ace 90 l 
Nee ee el Frox 
e Inju 

ke * 18 


commonly pffereth for, nas CA 

28 ready. to coraply with. Tl, _ yas to | 
aſke her. A Rape or Force 
uſed in ſuch a Caſe, — 7 — elk 
yon, would: be unjuſt; but Conſent heing 
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"ot f are 125 all W — —— 4 


N P 
wicked Art, F and:Deceit ; in Men, {rs 
intent upon enſnaring and ruining, themes = 
and, then the Conſent which: the Manohe 
taineth, is of a Piece With the , Conſents 
re Venn Iniquity, 

nr 


2 i 8 kund enerperten 
r by e 


vafled on to conyey to him. Or if the 


EE 
255 Nat hr Oki 


2 * n 7 
N * " : 


Eat p Wetter the nat Nieden, 0 a 
and che Honour cd he ber; 


| nifeſt Tyjuftice, 9 from Her; Jet her 
De ever ſo Willing to 
def em? Wc 


F 95 N 0 Deu, 


4 large Part of b 


1. wheedling, and 
* 1 x, drone be 


much artful 


in big 


Aut be, ern der Man _utgeth 


10 0 of any Relettion and 5 — 


1 


_ ate wy to bef rel with, or 


not 


Oriiathent” of bet Nef And ronſequenthy, | 


Gn, without 4 moſt mas. 


whether a Man, 


ifh and furren- 


ds "one think, 


that he eould/fl rake her Eik fun her, 


ech thi kt bly dead to his Profit, © 
5 2 der Life Th 
; | "0 


1 — ang ** 1 . 
Thing, 2 which, ſhe hath a a Dominion, [JE 
Co Ta . diſpoſe of as II. 

Jo og” fo 1 8 
away her 55 and ee ſeemeth * 
de cxadtly parallel. 2 


Nor can tin dckend mae al" 
Chary of Injuſtice, f in debauching an inno- 
cent Woman, by pretending. that he will 
ſufficiently repair any Injury, which he can 
be ſuppoſed to have An her, 5 providing 
amply for her Support, or ſettli 7 ne 
haps, more eaſily and co mariah 7 than he 
would ever have been other wiſe ſettled in 
the World. For let a Man do in this Caſe, . 
 Whatevera generous humane Heart, touch 
ed with Remorſe, for the Injury, which he 
knoweth he hath done, can prompt him tos 
which is making as favourable a Suppolition. - 
for him, F ee et, it may be 
truly ſaid, that nothing Sort, can be 
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